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CESE.  EEUTE

Was it, then, so long ago, that I would sit
and sigh,
W’lshjx?lg that “some day"™ would hurry
up .
Wailing for the treasures that are stored in
by and by;

Longln?g for a draught from fortunc's
cup :
When I wondered if the hopes I'd planted

e’er would grow,
Mother simply smiled and told me: “May-
be—maybe s0.”

flow those gentle words have soothed the
filercely wistful heart!
And the doubts which darkly press to-
day
Soften 'neath the old affection’s dear, un-
studied art
And the gathering shadows drift away.
“*®hall life find the fair completeness that
it fain would know?" .
And a tender voice says softly: “Maybe—
maybe so0."
—Philander Johnson, in Detroit Free Press.
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CHAPTER IX.—CONTINUED.

As IMerbert saw them he started back,
fearing that his work had not been
sure,

“He is dead,” said Dr. Davis, “one
need but to look af his eyes to tell that;
the film of death is over them.”

Herbert breathed easier, .

“This must be the weapon with which
the murder was committed,” said the
sheriff, as he raised from the carpet,
where Angus had dropped it, the sheath
knife.

“That is the weapon he held in his
hands when my cousin and I entered the
library. and Isaw him turning from the
bedside,” said Herbert. “Blood covered
the knife as it does now; also his hands
and clothing, and on his face was the
look cf a fiend. 1 shall never forget it
tiil my dying day.”

*That blade,” said the doctor, “passed
entirely through the heart. Your
uncle’s death must have been instapt.
He ecould scarcely have made an out-
ery.”

“Nor did he,” said Herbert, “or we
would have heard him.” _

“I never would have believed that
Angus Bruce would have been guilty of
a crime,” said the sheriff, “much less a
cerime like that. Why, he kept his bank
account wiih vour uncle, did he no*?”

“He did, sheriff. It was not finanecial
matters that impelled him to do the
deed.”

“Was there a motive 2"

“I ean think of but one.”

“And that™

“Bruce loved the lady who on to-mor-
1ow night would have wed my uncle,
and jealousy, I judge. caused the erime.

He was desperate because he could not
win Miss Tiiil. As he =aved her from
drowning, I suppose: he argued thas
#ie was entitled to her hand, and 1
doubt not. she would have preferred to
drown to giving it to him."”

“Did you first see him to-night when
turning from the bed with the knife in
his hand ?” asked the sherift.

“No, sherifl, I was down at the bank,
until fully half-past ten, as I often an:
at night when getting beliind, posting
the books. When I was coming howme.
wod on the corner below, I encountered
Angus Druce. e seemed greatly ox-
cited and agitated about something.
and said that he bore a letter irom
Miss Hill to my cousin, and that he
had promised to deliver it to-night in
person. [ told him that, as she hac
undoubtedly retired, I would take bis
note and deliver it in the morning. e
said that would not do, as it was im-
portant that Miss FFannie should have it
at once, and that he had pledged his
word to deliver it.”

“Strange! Strange!” said the doc-
tor.

“He then said that he must see Unele
John, and on business that would noi
brook delay. [ knew that Uncle John
had retired. »ut I also knew that im-
mediately efter his marriage he would
be absent on a trip for several months.
So, d=eming that he wished to see him
on bnusiness matters of importance, 1
condneted him into the hotise.  1light
ed the lamps in the library, knocked at
mv uncle’s door. and told him that
-\;:lgur-; was here. and desired to see him
particularly. - _

“+] have retired,” he replied, ‘but tell
Angus to enter my room.’

“f told Angus to do so, aud that in i
the meantime 1 would call Fannie. He |

had ever known.

entered this door. as 1 passed out into
the hall: I ascended the stairs, knocked

at myv cousin’s door, and informed her |
that ';\ug*us was below, witha letter for |
| 1telie on your trip down, board her and | river on. Tom?”
muke a thorough search,” said the sher- |

her from Miss Hill, and desired to de-
liver it to her in person: she replied
that she would be down at ovee, and
I went to my room. wondering at the
excited state of Bruce, and whai could
be his urgeney in wishing to see my
unele.

“1 had taken off my coat and gaiters,
when 1 heard my cousin’s room door

open, and I thought again of the ap- |

pearance of Angus and hastily &.:teppt-\]
into my slippers and joined her oo
the stairs. I have told of the horrible
sight that met our view when we en-
tered the library—the deed had beei
done. 1gried ‘Muprder! and would have
tried to apprehemd him. but .fm' 1]1:r
dripping knife that he held in In.sa hand
He advanced upon me, and, being un-
armed. I could but fly and give the
alarm. Fannie had fainted, and lay on

the floor—Aunt Mag probably heard | |
| the deek of the Sunshine in the uni-
regular

the commotion, as she is now with her.”

“And Bruce?”

“Je ran after me to the very door,
sheriff, and as I passed ont I closed it
almost in his face: it being dark io
the hall, he could not find the cately,
so could not follow me.” 3

“And you kuow not if he has left the

house 7"

| form

onless he had entirely lost possession of

his mind.”

“Did Bruce leave behind the letter for

Mis Loyd 2"

“That I cannot tcll; shetmay be able
to answer the question.”

But poor Fannie was in no condition
to answer anyone., All her happy and
joyful anticipations had been turned to
the greatest grief that her young heart
She could only wail:
“My father! Oh, my father! XJiur-
dered by Angus Bruce!” )

Two or three of the gentlemen pres-
ent went for their wives and daugh-
ters, to come and try in some manner to
comfort her, while the sheriff with the
coroner and the rest, with drawn weap-
ons, searched the house, but they could
not find Angus Bruce.

“If the Clara Beile is in port,” said
+he sheriff, “she must be at Worth's
wharf: she always ties up there; come,
men, to the wharf.”

“But did you question the negress?”
asked the doctor.

“No,” said the sheriff, “of what use?
Her testimony would not hold in law.”
“True! True! I had forgotten.”

The entire party hastened to the river

front. The Clara Belle was not to be
found.
CHAPTER X.
“axgUs! AxgUs!”

The following day an inquest was
held over the remains of the banker,
and as the evidence before the jury
holding it accorded in all particulars
with the statements made to the sher-
iff on the night before by Herbert
Lathrop, it is useless to repeat it.

Fannie's testimony corroborated that
of Herbert's in so far as his calling
her after she had retired and notifying
her that Angus Bruce was awaiting her
with a letter from Miss Hill, and join-

ing her on the stairs when she de-
scended. And she stated:
“When we entered the library my

oves fell on the form of Angus Bruce
turning from my father’s bedside with
that bloody knife clutched in his hand
and a look of horror on his face. I faipt-

ed, nor did 1T subsequently see Angus

Diruce again.”

“You say, Miss Loyd,” said the coro-
ner., “that on his features was a look
of horror? Did you, or do you think,
that the expression indicated one who
who was gloating over a deed of blood?
You remember your cousin said the
look was fiendish, which would imply
as muech?”

“I thought the look one of amaze- |
held

ment and horror: the knife he
at arm’s length and there was blood
upon his hand and clothing:
on the bosom of his shirt—it was the
blood of my dear father. I saw it all
and then—and then [ fainted.”

ITere Fannie barst into a
tears.

“Miss Loyd,” said the coroner, “did
Angus Price leave behind a letter from
Miss Hill 2™’

“Not to my knowledge; when” I re-
vived I was lying on a sofa and there
vere bloody finger marks upon my
dress. Aunt Mag said that before fly-
ing from the house Angus raised me
to the sofa.”

Yes, even

flocd of

“Perhaps,” said the sheriff, “he had |

noe letter from Miss Hild, and merely

raade the assertion as a pretext to ge'. |

into the house.”

*“That question Miss Hill conld doubt- |
one |

less settle,” said Herbert; “but
ining to my 1aind is clear—his expecta-
tions were to have the deed over and
vo traces on his person, and to have
entered the library and closed the bed-
rooin door before my cousin descended
the stairs. Of course he did not expect
tc see me again, and when we both
confronted him so suddenly, with all
the evidences of his guilt before aus,
the reeking knife in his hand, he was
struck demb. He kpew that he must
fiy for his life and thus lose all that
he had hoped to gain, as the resnlt of
bis crime: if indeed he hoped for gain
at all. He doubtless thought the mur-

der wounld not be discovered till morn- |

and that it would be helieved the
work of burglars who had entered the
house after he had left.”
“Everythinge would
much,” said the coroner.
The iury speedily found a

ino
ing.

indicate as

Angus Druce, and officers were
prtehed in all directions for his appre-
hension. Two were instructed to pro-
ceed to Smithville on the Sunshine,
which departed at onee, bearing a lct-

ter from Herbert to Abner Hill, inform-

ing him of his unele’s murder, aud re-

questing the presence ol himself and !
' ewine to brel: my peck tryin’ to run,
- kase if I does I'll neber git-dar.”

tamily at once.

Many people were on the wharf
| when 1he Sunshine departed on her
dowunward trip.

“*Should you encounter the iara

ifT to his officers.

=1 had expected the Clara Belle up, |
'down the bride and groom, also the
*“I had char-
| tered Angus for a taip to Charleston:
i he should have taken in bis cargo to-
¢ day.”

on last night's tide,” said a gentleman
standing on the dock.

“The schooner may have been here,
Mr. Murchison.™

“If it was.” said Murchison, “and
Angus fled on her, and at 12 o'clock,

! vou will not encounter the Ciara Delle,
| "Why. the tide began to

ebb
goad

at

3

st might, there was a

Delle, without a cargo, would skim the

| water like a thing of life, and by five
! o sloek
passed out the inldt.”

this morning would have

There was a young man standipg on

of » licutenant of the

army. Few vecognized in him a youth

| they bad seen many times in his boy-
| hood days, on the streets of Wilming-
this !
vouth was the squire's youngest son, - paper that 1 have in my pocket, will
Tom. who mniow for the first time in cxplain it all, Dut first, 1 pray -you,.
listen to me. I need not say how sad |
tions, when he had been home on short it is to be the bearer of ill news, and |
vacations, was returning to® Orton. news like this I bhave to tell, but- g o

been at school at bat--" = - - > e

ton. with Abner Hill, and

. C., and

had now graduated, rece

i yer?”

| here ain't Tom: come up, you rascal.”
|

' the whole family.
verdict .
inat John Loyd had been murdered by |
dis- |

| The.

| look for you until five o'clock? Jobe,
{ run

“The Sunshine, father; Capt. Huar-
| per's boat.”
“Why, she was chartered to bring

" hetween it and the parlor in front the

stiff
| breeze down the river, and the Clara

eight years, with two or three excep-

xor‘the last four

ived his first

cominission, and was on his way ho
to attend the weddings of his brother
and sister, and await orders.

“Excuse me,” said the sheriff,address-
ing the young lieutenant. “But are
you noi Squire Hill’s youngest son?”

“{ am so, sheriff; thought some one
would recognize me. This uniform
and the past few years have changed
my appearance much, I suppose.”

“Immensely! why, when 1 saw you
last, you were but a lad.

“Captain, do you recognize Lieut.
Hill? He'll goashore at Orton. Give him
Lathrop’s letter to the squire, he can
deliver it.”

“What,Tom Till! the lad that used to
stand at the wheel with me, whenever
he could get the chance? Tom,my lad,
yvour straps ain’t caused you to forge
old friends, I hope?” )

“No, eaptain, I wanted to "see who
would recognize me.”

“Well, here's the letter, Tom, and
sorry news yon'll be the bearer of, to
Orton.”

“Yes, I know,” said Tom, “I heard all
about the murder of Mr. Loyd at the
hotel, and in my pocket I have the
morning paper: it will doubtless be a
sad blow. [ had expected to attend two
weddings to-night; now I expeet there
will be naught but mourning during
my. stay.”

“Cast off lines,” shouted the captain,
and the Sunshine went puffing down the
river, bearing the brother of Clara Hill
to make glad her eyes, and in his pocket
a issive to her father, calculated to
throw the family of Abner Hill into
constermation.

Arrived at Orton landing, the little
steamer drew up to the pier for a mo-
ment, and Lieut. Hill stepped upon the
wharf; his baggage was placed beside
him.

There was no one there to meet him,
so leaving the baggage on the wharf he
proceeded to follow up a rice-field bank
to the house, which he approached from
the rear.

The first one he encountered was
Uncle Jobe at the back piazza. .

The old man was busily engaged ad-
justing some fishing tackle to a bamboo
pole, and didn’t notice his appreach un-
til he was right upon him.

“Morning, Uncle Jobe, how do you
do? How's the 'gators?”

It was only necessary to mention alli-
gators in Qrder to arouse Unecle Jobe.

“G’way from me! g’way! who

is

Here Uncle Jobe looked up.

“Bress de Lawd, if dat ain’t Mars,
Tom—boy, I'se skeered on yer—you is
a soger fer true, but who tole yer about
dem'gators? Da’swhatIwant to know,

* Bress de Lawd, if it aint Ifars Tom."

Dat news got ciear to Virginy. Whough!
Une’ Jobe mus® be a berry poirtant mau
in he ole age. I spec young Miss writed
to you "bout dat.”

“Never mind, Uncle Jobe. I'm glad o
see you, just the same.”

“Is yer, yvoung marster? Is yer fer
true? Bress ver. boy, den I don’t keer
bout de ‘zators.”

“Iicaven bless us!™ said the squire,
who here came out on the piazza; “if

and in 2 moment more Tom wus on the
piazza getting hugged and squeezed by

‘Where is vour baggage, boy 7" asked
fhe squire.
“On the landing, father; no one met |

“Tlow could they, son, when we didn’t

to the barn and teil Corbett to
send a cart to the wharf for your young

master's baggage—be quick, now!” |
1
|
i

|
|
{

“Yes, I'se gwine, marster, but [ isu't

“Alligators, Jobe, alligators!’
“G’long. marster, g'iong!”
“What boat did vou come down the

L]
vedding guests, They were to 1'*:1\':-[
Wilmington at. three o'clock-—what's |
amiss, Clarence?” '

have chartered some ofher boat.
“Let us go in, father. and T will teli

. vou all.”

They entered the large sitting-room;

broad folding doors were thrown baek, |
and the two rocms were hc;miil‘ull;.'4
decorated with ferns and flowers  of
many hues. The mrytle, the ivy and
the mistletoe were interwoven with the
larkspur, the boughs of cedar, cypress
and pine. Green moss hung in festoons
from the corners of the picture frames |
-all told of preparations for the au- |
ticipated event.
“Well, son, we are here: speak now,
There is an air of mystery that [ do not
 likel”
“fhis letter, father, and the morning

3 =
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:  a time; the other is de-
er.” -

What!”

exclaimed the

nie!” said Clarence, in alarm.
nn e—-—?”
nunie is well, Clarence, but in
distress, for her father is no more.
last night.”

i stood close by his sister’s side,
: feared that she might faint, but
slfn, id not. True, her face paled and
her'!?oiee was agitated as she said:
other, his death was very sudden.”
“Almost instant,” replied Tom.

- “A strong and well man but twodays
0,  said the squire, “and dead! Dead
on the day he would have wed my daugh-
ter ‘

“m retired in his vsual health last
night, father.”.

“And yet, you say, died instantly.”

“ﬁj&ther, he was murdered.” :

“Murdered! Murdered!” exclaimed
each listener.

“Murdered in his bed, or sitting on

“And is it known who committed the
crime? ” said the squire. “I know that
he distrusted his nephew, Herbert Lath-
rop. Was it he?"’

“It was not Herbert, father, but the
blade of a sailor’s sheath knife was
driven entirely through his heart by
the hand of Angus Bruce.” '

“Angus! Angus!”

The name broke on the stillness of
the room in a wail of anguish, and
Clara Hill would have fallen to the
flcor had not Tom caught her in his
arms. He bore her to a sofa and, leav-
ing bher mother ministering to her, the
squire and his sons left the room.

[TO BE CONTINUED.]

~ DOWNRIGHT MEAN.

A Mun Who ¥Had Followed His Wife's
Methods Altogether Too Closely.

“John,” said Mrs. Bancks, “as you will
have fo stay in the house until your
cold is better, why can’t I go over to
Chatham and visit sister Jennie?”

“¥ou ean,” said Mr. Bancks, with
pleasing alacrity.

“And you will run the house?”

“You bet I will!™

“You won’t run it into the ground?”

“I guess not.”

“Well, I'l} tell you just what to do
each day that I'm away.”

“Nou don’t need to., Mary. I've
learned all your methods by heart. I
can give you the sehedule in half a
shake of a lamb's tail.”

“I don’t believe you know the first
thing,” said Mrs. Bancks, doubtfully.

“Yes, I do, and T'll prove it. 1 begin
the day by beating the new milkman
aown several cents on a quart, the sav-
ing going toward future matinee tick-
ers.”

“John Bancks, I- think you're
mean!”

*“I will manage to have a day’s wash-
ing done in bhalf a day. That wiil go to
pleasuye rides on the sireetcars.”

“You're just horrid, so you are.”
“} will obtain all the neighborhood

real

‘news by going across the street to bor-

row a pattern from Mrs. Smith. The
Lread will burn black while I'm away,
but you always say that burned bread
5 wi:olesomp. so that won't matter.”

“Oh, indeed, and what next?”

“I shall then sell ten dollars’ worth of
old clothes to the ragman for $1.50 and
subseribe for the ‘Perennial Encyclo-
pedia,’ to be delivered in installments
at a dollar a volume, for 40 years.”

“¥ am not going away a step,” said
NMrs. Bancks, resolutely. “Any man
that’s as mean as you needs watehing.”
And she gave up her visit.—Detroit Free
Press.

Few Sunstrokes in Japan.

“This'is my first visit to America, and
I am delighted with everything but the
weather,” said Mr. T. K. Date, a bright
young Japanese gentleman. I am
greatly astonished to read in your pa-
pers of the number of people who die
from exeessive heat. In Tokio we haye
three months of very hot wedther, just
about the sort that you have in Wash-
ington, but it is a rare thing for any of
my countrymen to expire from sian-
stroke. I think one reason that such
deaths are infrequent in Japan 1s that
the people dress in much lighter cloth-
ing than they do in the United States.
They also are more temperate in the
matter of food and drink, eating no
meats and drinking no very ardent spir-
its. The rice bheer that the natives
make contains some percentage of al-
cohol, but it isn't strong enough to da
muel: nurr “—Washington Post.

! Recreation in Variety.

No one has any conception of how
much of pleasure and recreation there
ie in variety until after having some
cxperience’ in a careful attention 1
such things. The utmost pains should
be taken to vary meals as much as pos

i sible. The number of dishes seryved af
i each mweal need not be inereased. bt

much, thought should be given to mak-
ing the different breakfasts, dinmers
and suppers as unlike as can be. It

|
! much Jess monotonous to have a mod-
I *“I don’t know, father: possibly 1h¢-y!

erate pumber of viands varied in ever)
way each: day than to have a fuller bili
of fare from which to choose, knowing
in what form each article of food will
appear.—Mrs. Boulden, in Ladies ITome
Companion. '

The Mystery Unveiled.
He—They tellme Greeder never Kisses

that wealthy aflianced of his. What
cun it mean?
She—You've never seen  her, huve
you?—Detroit I'ree Uress.
He Copld See More of It.
Husband--lo you know. my dear.

that 1 never get tired looking at that
photograph of you.

Wife— Why don't you have it framed
anc hung up in the club?—Tit-Bits.

A Subtlo Distinetion.

: :‘lﬁm you have music at the he-

&
(Tl

\

Tig ;i ih'u't.mimr. is but |

: but we have a band."—Harper’s

- Sty

The Governqr Recommends Many Re-
forms to the Extra Session.

Mob Violence—Plans to Increase Revenue
—Delinquent Taxes— Criminal Proseca~
tions—Salaries and.-Elections—State
Apportionment—Relief for Liti-
gants—House of Reform,

FRANKFORT, Ky., March 15.—The governor’s
message to the legislature follows:
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives: When the present administra-
tion came into power it was confronted with a
large floating debt and an insufficient revenue
to pay current expenses.
Your attention was called to this and relief
requested at the last session You were ask-
ed to enact laws to abolish unnecessary of-
fices, reduce salaries, curtail expenses, pro-
vide necessary revenue, prevent mob violeace,
but cach of these recommendations passed
unheeded. the result of which is that the
financial credic of the state has suffered ser-
iously, expenses have increased and mob rule
has prevailed to an extent never heretofore
known in this eommonwealth.

MOB VIOLENCE. .

Since your adjournment a number of citi-
zens of the state have been atrociously mur-
dered by cowardly mobs. In some instances,
although guarantees of protection had been
given, they proved mere ropes of sand, and,
although courts were in session, and in one
instance the defendant on trial,the sanctity of
the law was ruthlessly invaded, decency out-
raged and murder committed under pretense of
purifying society and punishing erime. No
apology or excuse can be made for such con-
duct. Those who congregate and conspire to
take human1ife are legally greater; criminals
than those whose lives they seek or take, for
no crime is so base and repulsive asthat com-
mitted under cloak of pretended vindication
of law. Such action does not deter criminals
or prevent crime. Its effects are direful upon
the community and bring the administration
of jnstice into contempt.

The condemned criminal suffers fearful and
indescribable punishment and torture as he
confronts certain approaching death and ndtes
the silent passage of the hours that bring
him nearer to eternity. Socieiy is impressed
with his harrowing position, and thus a legal
condemnation and the execution which fol-
lows, inspire horror in the mind of the
doomed man and fear in that of the would-be
murderer. The action of a mob, on the other
hand, begets a spirit of lawlessness and dis-
regard for human rights, and is the work of
only a few moments, leaving in its wake an
indelible stain on the locality where it oc-
curs, dealing out punishment the swiftness
of which, compared to that inflicted by the
law, is actual relief.

Not only has hunian life been lawlessly ta-
ken, but rights ol property have been disre-
garded, and midnight raiders in the counties
of Franklin, Woodford, Lewis, Madison. An-
derson, Fleming, Lincoln, Mercer, Washing-
ton and probably others, have with impunity
intimidated citizens, closed aud destroyed
tollgates and houses and openly defied the
law.

The civil authorities have failed, up to this
time, so far as I know, to convict and have al-
most universally failed to arrest. any of the
murderers and raiders who have thus dis-
graced the commonwealth. This is a sad com-
mentary on our civilization.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

At your last session you were earnestly ask-
ed, in my first official communication. to take
steps to prevent and punish mob violence
Thereafter, another message wis sent to you,
recommending the enactment of a law making
the counties in which such outrages were
committed responsible in damages to the legal
or personal representative of the victuims, and
giving change of venue to other counties, in
order thata fair trial micht be had. The same
measures are now recommended, vogether
with such provisions as will make counties
liable in case of personal injury where death
joes notensue.

It is further recommended that in cases
where prisoners in confinement may be arm-
ed, without thereby enabling them to escape,
the officer having them in custody shall have
the right to arm thcem in order that they may
resist such attacks. No mob would be able
to stand before the prisoner fighting for his
iife and the jailer or shertff fighting for his of-
fice.

STATE INDEBTEDNESS

The manner in which c¢laims against the
state have been hawiied aboat and discounted,
their holders flecced and shaved, is discredit-
able. I'ollowing is given a statement of the
present condition of affairs, and you are most
earnestly requested to enactsuch measures
as will liquidate the floating debrand prompt-
ly pay current expenses, so that the credit of
state, and those to whom the state may be-
come indebted. will not suffer in the future.

PLANS TO INCREASE REVENUE.

It is suggested that the passage of a well-
regulated law increasing the license fees of
wholesale and retail liguor dealers, druggists
and distillers would produce eonsiderable
revenue. The same may be said of increased
license fees on pool and billiard tables and
other similar devices, and of spacial taxes for
the sale of tobaceco. cigars, eic

The license {ces for circuses and other en-
tertainments might well be increased A fee
of $2 might be charged for each commission
issued to an oflicer.

DELINQUENT TAXES. L

Under the pres2nt law a large amount of
land is sold to the state for delinquent taxes.
Under the decisions of the courts these sales
are null and void if all the stops required by
law for the collection of t: X 'S by the sheriff
and the assessment of tiéxes by the ussessor
have not been strictly complied with. It is
suggested that o law should be passed com-
pelling the sherifl. before he can receive cred-
it from the auditor for his land sales. to pro-
duce evidence thut all the necessary steps
have been taken to make the sale u leril one.
and thereby insure greatar care on the part of
sheriffs and greuater <ecurity 1o the stat~ in
the purchase of these lands for delinquent
taxes.

There is no sufficient provision in the stat-
utes for the ecollection of delinguent (ax=>s an
personal property. In the lurge cities es-
pecially. an enermous number of lists of de-
linquent person:sl taxes are aliowed by the
fiscal courts and credited to the sheriff each
year. After the sheriff has received eredit for
them he has no incentive to further sttempt

to collect them, as the 4«4 per cent
is too. small to recompense him
for ihe trouble of levying and

malking the proper search for property on
which to levy on this class of faxes A Liw
shouid be passed aunthorizine some person,
other than th: sherifl, to collect these taxes.
and either provide for tne pa.ment of said
person out of the amount coliected. or add to
the amount of taxes so delinguent an smount
suffi-ient 1o pay for the trouvic incol.ecting
sSaTe,

1here saould be no delay in correcting these
evils, and great good. in myv judement. will ae-
crue ta the stnte if prampi Letion s had.

CR:MINAL PROSFCUTIONVS

There is no branch of the public service
which 1S s0 onerous to the taxpayer as erim-
'inal prosecution. For years, up to the last
{of which ne revort has vet been made). these
expenditures have steadily Incraaseid. For
the second time 1 most respectfully recom-

same.

There should be some sort of iimitation
piaced upon the indiscriminate summoning
of witnesses and the procuring of warraais
and arresis for geand larceay. where the ue-
cused is guilvy of potit larceny only

The enactmentwl o jlaw requiring that am-
davit should bz made by some reputable
party as to the nceessity of wiwnesse<, aml
clearly showing the crime chuarsed to be
grand larceny, would, fa a large degree, cure
this trouble.

SALARTES,

aries should be greater than thos«c

in

L

to be of value legislation should be
as there will be no other session until afier
the new term. of office begins. And while en=

gaged on this subject a general reduction
should
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provides
elections, many of which are dead letters, be-
cause section 1594 prohibits ceonviction upon
the testimony of a single witness, unless sus-
tained by strong corroborating circumstances-
Surely, such a safeguard as shis to the defend~
ant is unnecessary. in view of the fact chat he
is a competent witness.

mend the reforms inciuded ina formermes-

Again. attention is ealled to the matter of
salaries. There Isno reaskon way pre<ent sal-
. : : >allowed at |
the conclusion of the war. whea gold was

an enormens premiam. ves. they are |

- . O] nees 3
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be made.
ELECTIONS.
Republican government demands. 3s ils sur-

est support and most powerful protection,
purity of the ballot and the adoption and en-
forcement of such laws as will enable every
citizen 1o know how to vote, to be protecied in
that right and have his voted counted The
result of the late election demonstrated. in
more than one respect, that changes should
be made in the present system. | have the
honor to repeat’the reccommendations made
at the last session.

Article 13, chapter 41, of Kentucky staiutes,
penalties against certain frauds in

The practice of corraling voters, and wiilx

money and whisky persuading them to remaia
away from the polls, is guite common.
alsocommon to hire men to remain away from
the polls.

it is

The law should prevent this.
PUNISHMENT INADEQUATE.

Section 1557 prescribes a fine of £50 and 1m-
prisonment in the county jail against any
officer upon whom a duty is imposad in chap-
ter 41 who shall wilfuliy perform it in such a

way as to hinder the object of the law. A
glance at the many lmporians
duties which this section governs

will demonstrate.that the punishment is ea=
tirely inadequate as to officers of registration
and ofMcers of regular and primary clections
It is recommended tiat the law be carefully
revised so as to severely punish all violators
thereof, and make it sufficiently compreben~
sive to provide saferty and security for the
voter, and certainly that his vote will be fairly
counted

Section 1418 limits the appointment of ofil-
cers of elections to housekeepers. Many come
petent persons are excluded by this section,
and it should be altered.

In addition to the foregoing suggestions

your attention is called to Section 1482 of the
statutes. That section should be so amended

as to allow ballots to be counted, even if not
sealed and certified as required, if it should be
made to appear by proof positive or circume
stantial that they are in fact the ballots cone
cerving which there is a dispute.

The voter should net be deprived of his
right of suffrage by reason of the awkward-
ness or incompetency of election officers.

FREE SPEECH.

Free speech is the inspiration of republican
government. <To deny or abridge it is a ¢rime
against liberty. It should be encouraged and
protected by every true Americin. Laws
should be adopted inflicting severe punish-
ment on those who igterfere with speakers or
public meetings.

STATE APPORTIONMENT

Heretofore your attention has been invited
to the matter of apportionment of the various
districts of the state. It is now urged by the
citizens of Louisville that the creation of an-
other circuit district in the county of Jeffer-
son is absolutely necessary. It is represent-
ed, too, that unless some steps should be
taken by your body to preventit, a portion of
Jefferson county recently taken into the city
of Louisville will be denied the richt to vote
by reason of defective apportionment laws.

The framers of the present constitution de-
termined to secure s just apportionment of
the state, and for that purpose adopted suit-
abie provisions. No political party has the
right to invade or violaie the rights of the
people to just equality in the privilege of eiti-
zemship. ‘1he present general assembiy. be-
ing republican in one branch and democratic
n the other, is well constituted to make a fair
apportionment of the state.

Section 116 {(constitution) reauires: *““The
general assembly shall, before the regnlar
election in 1804, divide the state, by counties,
into as many districts, as nearly equal In
population and as compact in form as possi-
ble, as it may provide shall be the pumbe
judges of the court of appeals.” e,

The apportionment, under this provision into
seven appellate districts, 1s. not in harmony
with the section quoted. For instance, in one
of these the population is only 180,244, while in
anotherit is J07.825: as little as 4033 square
miles are embraced in one, while as muech’ as
7.937 are contained in 2nother. Other similar
instances were cited: in o former message. A
glance at the ficures will show that the con-
stitution wus violated in making the appor-
tionment.

In a former message your attention was
directed to a comparison of many of the dis=-
tricts, among which were the Second district,
with an area of 5%) squaremiles and a popula-
tion of 32,308, and the Twenty-eighth distries,
which embraces an area of 2,040 square miles,
and a population of 73,06 L.

RELIEF FOR LITIGANTS.

There are now 976 cases under submission in
the court of appeals, 300 of which have been
submitted more than a year In addition,
there are 540 on the present docket not sab-
mitted. 200 of which have been or the argu-
ment docket awaiting hearing for more than =
yvear 'This is a substantial denial of justice
to those having cases pending in that court,
for which they are in nowise responsible. As
a remedy it is suggested that the minganum
amount necessary to give jurisdiction be in-
creased to ¥0L

HOUSES OF REFORM.

Your honorable body at its last session pro-
vided for the building of houses of reform, but
no provision was made whereby the money
should be obtained with which to carry the
act into execution.

Information received from the commis-
sioners develops some difficulty in carry-
ing out the measrre Some dispute has
arisen as to whether separate houses are
to be erceted at différent places. It is sug-
gested that experience at the deaf and dumb
asylum, blind asylum and house of reform in
Liouisville has demonstrated that boys and
girle may be well controliled in one building
by being separated from each other. Should
this be recognized as the feasible eourse to
pursne and only one house established. only
one set of officers would have to be appointed,
taus saving 4 large outlay by the state.

The government is vested in six commission-
ers—thrae women and three men I am io=-
formed that on mearly every question which
has arisen b:fore the board the vote has been
a tie and that on this account nothing has been

accomplished To avoid this complication
power should be given te =ppoint /another
cOmmissioner. ’

Various other difisuities have been suggest-
ed, which will be brought before the commit=
tee on charitabile institutions.

There is a erying nccessity for immadiate
action in this matter. as there arg a2 number

of children in the penitentiaries under 16
years ol age who can not with
safety be 1mrned loose on society. amd

vet who shouid not be confined witn old and
hardened criminals Would it nok
be wise and humane to adopt such legisiation
as wi.l provide for the removail of thsse nn-
fortunaie beings. andd tne conlinement with
others who ma, in the meantime be convict-
ed. tunthe House of Reform in Lomsville. un-
iil arranremenis can be oompiect=d for their
reeeption into the state institution
THE PROCLAMATION

There are many subiccts embraged in the
procl.mation calling the present ses=ion. on
account of which criticism has been indulged
ifi some quarters

In eities of the =econd and fourth classes
legislation is imperatively demuanded lookine
to Lhe water suponiv. sewage. school buildines
and publie libraries. witkeh the '‘rubiic goed
demands should be adinseed withour furiber
detail. 1L

[ sincerely trust that voa Gnay be able ta
elect o S#*matuy at an early day. and that the
interest of the state in other imporiant Yee
spects may not e azain overlooked and nege-
lecred.,

Trustinge that vonr session may be beneli-
cinl-to Lhe commonwealtn., and assaring vou
of my Jdestre 10 a<sist in the good work | am,

~with greal resp=et.

WiLtiam O, BrapLey,

: mor of Kentucky.,
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